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3 


Urban  District  of  Esher. 


Council  Offices, 

Esher. 

June , 1943. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Urban  District.  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the 
year  1942,  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2773,  dated  10th  March,  1943. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  Minister  that  war  time  reports 
should  be  confined  to  essential  matters. 

The  most  striking  features  of  this  year’s  vital  statistics 
compared  with  those  of  previous  war  years  have  been  a 
rise  in  the  birth  rate  and  a fall  in  the  general  death  and 
infantile  mortality  rates.  Figures  will  found  in  the  text. 

I am  once  again  indebted  for  the  help  given  to  me  by 
the  technical  and  clerical  staff  who  have  co-operated 
during  the  year  in  a manner  which  has  made  the  depart- 
ment a sound  working  unit. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  Fanning,  m.d.,  b.s.  (Lond.),  d.p  h. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14347 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  ...  45,540 

Number  of  inhabited  houses— end  of  1942— according 

to  rate  books  ...  > 13,500 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £631,013 

Product  of  a penny  rate  1942/43  (estimated)  ...  ...  £2,517 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  :— 

Live  Births 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

751 

379 

372 

Illegitimate 

34 

15 

19 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popula- 
tion—17.23. 

Total.  M.  F. 

Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  16  10  6 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births — 20.38. 

Deaths— Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
—10.27. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar  General’s  Short  List)— 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  00.00 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  :— 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  33.12 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  33.28 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  ...  ...  ...  ...  29.41 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

ALL  CAUSES  

M. 

228 

F. 

240 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ... 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fev6r  ...  ...  • ... 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis— respiratory 

11 

7 

rt 

/. 

Other  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

3 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases  ... 

4 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

3 

2 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

/ 

— 

12. 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis 

— 

1 

13. 

Cancer  (of  buccal  cavity;  and  oesophagus 
(M)  uterus  (F)  ) ... 

1 

3 

14, 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

2. 

7 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— ■ 

10 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

20 

21 

17. 

Diabetes 

1 

9 

(J 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  

21 

29 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

68 

72 

20. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

12 

21. 

Bronchitis 

21 

15 

22. 

Pneumonia 

14 

12 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

2 

1 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

— 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis  ... 

1 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

6 

6 

28. 

Nephritis 

8 

3 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  birth  ...  ...  

2 

1 

32. 

Congenital  debility  ... 

2 

6 

33. 

Suicide 

5 

2 

34. 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

6 

1 

35. 

Other  violent  causes  ... 

4 

1 

36. 

All  other  causes 

17 
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DEATHS  — AGE  GROUPS. 
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Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of.  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality,  and  Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious  diseases  in  the 

Year  1942.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 
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SUMMARY  OF  BIRTH,  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  AND 
DEATH  RATES  FOR  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


Year. 

Births. 

Infantile 

Mortality. 

Deaths. 

1938 

15.67 

33.09 

11.88 

1939 

15.78 

45.91 

10.52 

1940 

14.64 

43.87 

11.73 

1941 

14.30 

41.73 

11.61 

1942 

17.23 

33.12 

10.27 

Average  for  past 

5 years 

15.52 

39.54 

11.20 

The  number  of  bodies  received  into  the  public  mortuary  was 
as  follow's  : — 

For  post-mortem  examination  and  inquest  ...  ...  16 

For  post-mortem  examination  only  ...  ...  ...  23 

To  await  burial  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

War  Operations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


RAINFALL. 

Table  showing  rainfall  in  the  district  during  1942, 
taken  at  the  Sewage  Farm,  Esher : — 

January 
February 
March 
April  ... 

May 

June  ... 

July  ... 

August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

21.88  ins. 

Compared  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year  this  is  a 
decrease  of  6.10  inches. 

Average  yearly  rainfall  (for  past  five  years)  27.80, 


0.21  , 
1.80  , 
0.85  , 
2.92  , 
0.70  , 
1.85  , 
2.54  , 
0.84  , 
3.50  , 
1.88  , 
2.23  , 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Scarlet  Fever  reached  epidemic  preva- 
lence during  the  last  cjuarter  of  the  year,  an  increase 
which  was  prolonged  into  the  current  year.  144  Cases 
were  notified,  a rate  of  2.50  per  1,000  population.  All 
cases  except  10  were  treated  in  hospital.  The  type  of 
illness  was  very  mild  in  almost  all  cases.  In  fact  the 
original  illness  was  frequently  overlooked  and  the  nature 
of  the  infection  was  often  not  recognised  until  peeling 
appeared  in  7 — 10  days. 

Two  children  developed  a second  attack  within  a few 
days  of  discharge  from  hospital,  having  apparently  been 
infected  by  a different  strain  of  the  organism  while  in 
hospital. 

There  were  8 instances  of  “return  case”  infection, 
which  involved  5 “infecting  cases”,  a percentage  of  3.4 
“infecting  cases.” 

Diphtheria. — Three  cases  have  been  notified  during  the 
year,  a rate  of  0.06  per  1,000  population.  Of  these  only  one 
was  a child,  and  he  had  not  been  immunised. 

This  is  a remarkably  low  figure,  and  is  the  lowest  rate 
ever  recorded  in  the  district. 

The  progress  of  the  immunisation  scheme  was  very 
satisfactory  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated 
that  46  per  cent,  of  pre-school  children,  and  60  per  cent, 
of  school  children  had  been  immunised.  A complete 
census  of  all  children  living  in  the  district  has  been 
prepared  and  arrangements  have  been  made  to  have 
personal  visits  made  to  the  homes  of  these  children  by 
specially  trained  Civil  Defence  Nursing  Auxiliaries  in 
order  to  bring  the  benefits  of  immunisation  directly  to 
the  notice  of  the  parents. 

The  following  number  of  children  were  immunised 
during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  children  treated  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


(pre-school  446,  school  478)  ...  ...  ...  ...  924 

Number  of  children  treated  by  private  doctors  under 

Council’s  Scheme  (pre-school  338,  school  158)  ...  ...  496 

Number  of  children  failing  to  complete  treatment  (pre- 
school 8,  school  7)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

TOTAL  number  completing  treatment  ...  ...  ...  1420 


THE  UR-&AN  DISTBJCT  COUNCIL  OF  CSHEJL 
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I Measles. — Until  recent  years  measles  has  appeared 
[biennially  in  epidemic  waves.  During  the  past  three  years 
[however  substantial  numbers  have  been  notified 
[annually.  A total  of  328  cases  was  notified  during  the 
year,  the  incidence  being  heaviest  in  the  first  half-year. 
Serum  for  prophylactic  use  was  requested  by  doctors  and 
[supplied  in  34  cases.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. — The  incidence  of  whooping  cough 
was  slight;  a total  of  33  cases  was  notified. 

Cerebrospinal  Fever. — Four  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year,  all  of  whom  recovered. 

Food  Poisoning Five  cases  of  suspected  food  poison- 
ing were  reported  during  the  year.  On  investigation  there 
was  no  evidence  in  any  case  that  the  illness  was  caused 
by  food. 

Enteric  Group. — Two  cases  of  paratyphoid  B were 
notified.  They  were  not  connected  and  there  was  no 
evidence;  in  either  case  to  indicate  the  cource  of  infection. 

Scabies. — Scabies  still  remained  a “nuisance  disease” 
and  showed  little  sign  of  abating  during,  the  year.  One  of 
the  chief  causes  of  spread  is  the  reluctance  of  people  to 
admit  that  they  may  have  contracted  the  disease,  and 
even  the  unwillingness  of  doctors  to  diagnose  it.  Many 
cases  do  not  conform  to  the  familiar  text  book  description, 
and  the  only  safe  rule  to  follow  at  the  present  time  is  to 
consider  every  irritating  eruption  to  be  due  to  scabies 
until  it  has  been  proved  something  else. 

The  policy  of  relying  on  home  laundry  only  for  the 
disinfestation  of  clothing  has  been  continued  and  has 
now  been  adopted  as  the  official  policy  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

In  most  cases  treatment  has  been  carried  out  in  the 
home  with  the  co-operation  of  the  patients  together  with 
help  received  from  Civil  Defence  personnel. 

The  proprietary  polysulphide  ointment  previously  used 
is  now  largely  being  replaced  by  a benzyl  benzoate 
emulsion.  Both  preparations  are  effective,  but  the  latter 
is  less  “messy”. 

During  1942,  528  persons  from  153  families  received 
treatment.  Of  these  348  persons  showed  definite  lesions, 
the  remainder  being  contacts  in  the  same  family. 
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Schools. — The  nurnbei 
elementary  schools  at  the 

Claygate  Council  

Cobham  Infants’  Council 
East  Molesey  Infants’  C. 
Hinchley  Wood  Central  C. 
Long  Ditton  Infants’  C. 

Molesey  Central  C 

Thames  Ditton  C.  

West  Molesey  Junior  C. 

West  Molesey  Infants’  C. 

Esher  C.  of  E 

Cobham  C.  of  E.  Central 
Cobham  C.  of  E.  Junior 
Cobham  Downside  C.  of  E.  .. 

East  Molesey  C.  of  E 

Long  Ditton  C.  of  E 

Oxshott  C.  of  E 


children 

attending 

the 

of  1942  was 

: — 

Boys 

Girls  Infants 

55 

69 

75 

132 

110 

166 

154 

120 

206 

213 

106 

96 

101 

225 

171 

282 

68 

142 

85 

103 

83 

123 

87 

12  ... 

8 

22 

135 

141 

78 

66 

17 

13 

22 
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January 

4 

February 

1 

March 

4 

April 

2 

May 

4 

June 

5 

July 

5 

August 

4 

September 

6 

October 

15 

November 

24 

December 

40 

Totals 

114 
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CASE  RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Typhoid  Fever 
Paratyphoid  B. 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
^Puerperal  pyrexia  . 

* Per  1,000  total  births  (i.e.,  live  and  stillbirths) 


England 

Urban 

District 

and 

of 

Wales 

Esher 

2.19 

2.50 

1.05 

0.06 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.04 

0.30 

0.04 

0.14 

0.08 

7.46 

7.20 

1.73 

0.72 

12.61 

0.04 

Tuberculosis. — 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1942. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age. 

Periods. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

0 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

— 

— 



— 

— 



1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 1 

5 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 



15 

6 

5 

1 

1 

1 

' 

25 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 1 

35 

8 

3 

1 

6 

3 



45 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

- ' 1 

55 

— 

— 



1 

1 

— 

65  upw’ds 

2 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

Totals 

23 

12 

— 8 

11 

7 

1 3 

As  compared  with  the  previous  year  this  represents  an 
increase  of  2 in  the  number  of  cases  notified,  and  no 
change  in  the  number  of  deaths. 

Five  cases,  4 Pulmonary  and  1 Non-pulmonary,  came 
to  notice  after  death,  two  of  these  were  posthumous  noti- 
fications, two  from  local  registrar  and  one  transferable. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  number  of  cases 
remained  on  the  tuberculosis  register  : — 

Pulmonary.  non-Pulmonary. 

Males  ...  ...  ...  83  ...  10 

Females  ...  ...  ...  49  ...  18 


132 


28 


14 


CASES  REMOVED  TO  TOLWORTH  ISOLATION 

HOSPITAL. 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  3 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ’’  5 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Paratyphoid  B.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  REMOVED  TO 
HOSPITALS  OTHER  THAN  TOLWORTH. 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

. Puerperal  pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

19 

NUMBER  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  YEARLY 
FOR  THE  PAST  SIX  YEARS. 


1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Scarlet  Fever 

80 

69 

64 

47 

22 

114 

Diphtheria  

30 

34 

11 

9 

10 

3 

Erysipelas 

8 

15 

6 

2 

6 

2 

Pneumonia 

23 

32 

20 

36 

24 

44 

•Suspected  Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

3 

12 

14 

5 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

9 

6 

4 

Dysentery  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Paratyphoid  B. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Typhoid 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  - 

3 

4 

5 

6 

2 

2 

•Measles  ... 

— 

— 

1 

497 

399 

328 

•Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

7 

53 

400 

33 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ... 

31 

23 

41 

35 

41 

43 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Polio-myelitis 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Induced  Malaria  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  .... 

* Notifiable  since  1939. 

1 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 

i 

1.  The  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  set 
out  at  the  beginning  of  this  report. 

The  provisions  of  health  services  in  the  area  remain 
substantially  unaltered  from  those  set  out  in  recent 
annual  reports.  . ' 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  pathological 
examinations  during  the  year  under  review  : — 


Results. 


Disease 

Posi- 

tive. 

Nega- 

tive. 

Totals 

Tuberculosis 

Urine 

— 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis 

Sputa 

7 

59 

66 

Streptococcal  diseases 

Swabs 

3 

34 

37 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

Swabs 

— 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

Swabs 

— 

145 

145 

Paratyphoid 

Faeces 

1 

23 

24 

do. 

Urine 

— 

6 

6 

do. 

Blood 

— 

3 

3 

Suspected  Food,  etc.  ... 

— 

4 

4 

Totals 

11 

277 

288 

A number  of  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  details  of  which  will  be  found  on  page  16. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA.. 

1.  Water. — The  water  provided  by  the  two  main 
water  undertakers  who  supply  the  district  has  remained 
above  suspicion. 

The  regular  inspection  and  sampling  of  the  wells  in 
use  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  district  were  continued  and 
nine  samples  of  water  from  such  sources  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination,  six  of  which  were  satis- 
factory. 

In  the  remaining  cases  the  water  was  of  a low  or 
unsatisfactory  standard,  and  the  users  were  given 
instructions  as  to  the  precautions  to  be  adopted  when 
using  the  water. 
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2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage.—  During  the  year,  a 
scheme,  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  has  been 
commenced  at  the  Molesey  Sewage  Disposal  Works  for 
increasing  the  Filtration  piant. 

A similar  scheme  will  shortly  be  put  in  hand  at  the 
Esher  Works  of  the  Council. 

Repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  several  of  the  older 
sewers  which  have  become  defective,  and  it  is  possible 
some  of  these  will  have  to  be  relaid  in  the  near  future. 

Adequate  means  have  been  taken  to  ensure  periodical 
flushing  of  all  the  sewers. 

3.  Rivers  and  Streams. — Attention  has  been  given  to 
keeping  the  public  water  courses  free  from  obstruction 
and  pollution. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — The  farms,  cowsheds  and  dairies 
have  been  periodically  inspected,  details  being  given  in 
the  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Activity  has  again  taken  place  this  year  in  the  procur- 
ing of  samples  of  milk  for  submission  to  bacteriological 
and  biological  tests  for  tubercle  bacilli.  A total  of  77 
samples  was  taken,  including  an  increased  number  of 
samples  of  pasteurised  milk  for  the  phosphatase  test 
which  indicates  whether  the  process  of  pasteurisation  has 
been  properly  carried  out. 

The  years  sampling  results  are  tabulated  below7 : — 

Total  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Samples  taken  at  farms 
and  submitted  to  full 
bacteriological,  micro- 
scopical and  biological 


test  

20 

11 

15* 

Samples  submitted  for 
the  detection  of 

tubercle  bacilli 

20 

18 

2 

Samples  submitted  for 
phosphatase  test 

24 

21 

3 

Samples  submitted  for 
other  examination  ... 

7 

6 

1 

77 

56 

21 

* Contained  B.  Coli. 
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One  of  the  samples  submitted  for  the  full  examination 
showed  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  biological 
test  and  two  samples  of  milk  submitted  for  tubercle 
bacilli  examination  only  were  found  to  be  positive,  a total 
of  3 samples  containing  the  living  tubercle  bacillus. 

In  the  case  of  these  3 samples  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  were  immediately 
informed. 

The  herds  were  examined  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector 
and  as  a result  3 cows  were  detected  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  and  destroyed. 

The  finding  year  after  year  of  samples  of  milk  contain- 
ing living  tubercle  bacilli,  and  which  may  possibly  be 
sold  to  the  public  in  this  condition  cannot  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory.  Although  steps  are  taken  immediately  to 
remove  infected  cows  discovered  in  this  manner  or  other- 
wise in  the  course  of  veterinary  inspection  there  must 
always  be  an  interim  period  during  which  the  cows  are 
excreting  the  organisms. 

Until  it  is  possible  to  have  herds  completely  free  from 
tuberculosis,  an  ideal  which  is  not  likely  to  be  attained 
within  a generation,  a measure  of  compulsory  pasteurisa- 
tion of  milk  is  urgently  called  for. 

In  the  case  of  the  3 samples  of  pasteurised  milk  which 
failed  to  pass  the  phosphatase  test,  one  was  from  a source 
outside  the  district  and  the  information  was  passed  on  to 
the  local  authority  concerned. 

The  other  two  were  from  a local  source  and  the 
pasteurising  plant  was  inspected  and  certain  recommend- 
ations made  including  the  provision  of  a new  recording 
thermometer. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. — Details  of  the  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods  are  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(c)  Adulteration  of  Foods , etc. — Full  details  of 
administration  for  the  year  are  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 


PREMISES. 

1. 

Inspections 

Number  of 
Written 

Occupiers 

2 

Notices 

3 

Prosecuted 

4 

Factories  with  mechanical 
power 

- 

33 

2 

Factories  without 
power 

5 

1 

— 

Totals 

38 

3 

— 

DEFECTS  FOUND 

IN  FACTORIES:- 

PARTICULARS. 

Number 

of 

defects 
in  respect 
of  which 
Prose- 

Number  of  Defects.  cutions 

Referred  were 
to  H.M.  Insti- 

Found.  Remedied.  Inspector,  tuted. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
Insufficient 

4 

4 





Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences — 

(Not  including  offences 
relating  to  Home  Work 
or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of 
Powers)  order,  1921, 
and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the 
Factories  Act,  1937)  ... 

1 

1 

5 

5 

— 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1942. 


June , 1943. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Esher. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  thirteenth  Annual 
Report  upon  the  work  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the 
year  1942. 

The  report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  direc- 
tions contained  in  a memorandum  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  as  required  by  Article  XXVII  (18)  of  the 
Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1935. 

It  follows  the  lines  of  previous  reports  and,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  is  tabulated. 


COMPLAINTS. 

During  the  year  under  review  seventy  complaints 
were  received  and  all  were  investigated. 


INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 


Number  of  houses  and  premises  inspected  (ordinary)  ...  371 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  re-inspected  412 

Number  of  miscellaneous  visits 345 

Number  of  visits  to  works  in  progress 94 

Number  of  visits  to  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  ...  127 

Number  of  visits  to  bakehouses  54 

Number  of  visits  to  factories  with  mechanical  power  ...  33 

Number  of  visits  to  factories  without  mechanical 

power  5 

Number  of  visits  re  disinfection 180 

Number  of  visits  re  cases  of  infectious  disease  ...  ...  H60 

Number  of  visits  re  disinfestation  ...  04 

Number  of  visits  re  Shops  Act,  1912  to  1936  ...  ...  64 

Visits  to  Schools  " 19 
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Visits  to  Air  Raid  Shelters  4 

Visits  to  A.R.P.  Depots,  Cleansing  Stations,  etc 218 

Visits  re  Cleansing  of  Emergency  Water  Tanks  ...  ...  31 

Visits  re  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938  131 

Visits  to  Foodshops  251 

Visits  to  Piggeries  ; 14 

Visits  re  Water  Supply  8 

NOTICES  SERVED. 

Informal  notices  122 

Abatement  notices  in  respect  of  nuisances, 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93  4 

Notice  to  provide  dust  receptacle,  Public  Health 

Act,  1936,  Section  75 1 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT:— 

DRAINAGE  SYSTEMS. 

Repaired,  cleansed,  etc  41 

■Completely  relaid  7 

Partly  relaid  « 

Additional  provided  11 

Gullies  fixed  or  repaired  8 

Intercepted  from  sewer  1 

MANHOLES. 

New  provided  17 

New  covers  fixed  5 

Altered  or  repaired  5 

SOIL  PIPES. 

Additional  provided  2 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  6 

New  pans  fixed  21 

Pans  cleansed  or  repaired 6 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  15 

New  flushing  cisterns  fixed 9 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid  2 

Seats  repaired  or  new  provided 10 
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SINKS,  BATHS,  ETC. 

Additional  baths,  sinks,  lavatory  basins 

WASTE  PIPES,  ETC. 

New  provided  

Repaired  

RAINWATER  PIPES. 


Repaired  

Additional  provided  

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  re-instated  or  laid  on  

Service  pipes  repaired,  etc.  

New  storage  cisterns 

DUST  RECEPTACLES. 


Provided 


DAMPNESS. 


Roofs  repaired  

Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed 

Eaves  gutters  provided  

Ventilation  provided  under  floors 

External  walls  pointed  

External  walls  rendered  * 

House  walls  treated  with  solution 
Sills  repaired,  weathered  or  renewed  ... 

GENERAL  REPAIRS. 

External  walls  repaired  

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  

House  floors  repaired  or  renewed 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  

Ranges  and  coppers  repaired  or  renewed 

Internal  walls  repaired  

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  

Rooms  cleansed  

Chimney  stacks  repointed  

Accumulations  removed  

Miscellaneous  

Sash  cords  renewed  


6 


2 

1 


6 

1 


8 

8 

2 


29 


19 

11 

2 

2 

1 

2 

17 

1 


5 

7 
23 
1 

8 
11 
4 

16 

4 

4 

6 
2 


FOOD. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports  slaughtering  of 
animals  in  this  district  has  practically  ceased. 
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An  animal  is  occasionally  slaughtered  by  permission 
of  the  Food  Executive  Officer  of  the  Esher  Food  Control 
Committee. 

Regular  inspection  of  meat  and  other  food  at  shop 
premises  has  been  continued. 

Appended  is  a list  giving  in  some  detail  the  class  and 
amount  of  food  found  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

In  some  cases  this  food  was  able  to  be  utilised  for 
animal  feeding,  or  in  compliance  with  instructions  from 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  the  material  was  returned  through 
the  suppliers  to  the  recognised'  salvage  organisation, 
whilst  in  a few  cases,  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be 
completely  destroyed. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  to 
slaughterhouses  and  shops  for  the  purpose  of  food  inspec- 
tion and  the  comparison  of  the  number  of  these  visits 
during  the  year  under  review  with  the  years  1939  and 
1940  is  interesting  : — 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

To  slaughterhouses 

..  448  .. 

37  . 

4 . 

1 

To  food  shops  ... 

..  154  .. 

. 390  . 

..  235  . 

..  243 

The  following  number  of  carcases  were  examined  : — 

Sheep  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  44 

There  were  nine  slaughtermen  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

The  following  diseased  or  otherwise  unsound  meat  and 


food  was  either  surrendered, 

destroyed 

or  dealt  with  as 

mentioned  above 

Bread  

123  lbs. 

Sour 

Pork  luncheon  meat 

(44  tins) 

24  „ 

Unsound 

Chopped  Ham 

(3  tins) 

14i  „ 

1 } 

Ready  meal 

(6  tins) 

6 „ 

f » 

Brawn  

... 

11  ,, 

»» 

Canned  corned  beef 

(47  tins) 

282  „ 

M 

Salmon  

(98  tins) 

51  „ 

*» 

Meat  Paste 

(1  tin) 

1 „ 

>» 

Lemon  soles 

...  ... 

42  „ 

• » 

Calves  heads  (6) 



33  „ 

0 
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Pork  sausage 

12 

» » 

Unsound 

Ox  tongue  ... 

(2  tins) 

12 

» » 

y y 

Rabbit 

(6  tins) 

12 

» i 

»» 

Beef  steak  pudding  (1  tin) 

1 

y • 

i y 

Curried  mutton 
tables 

and  vege- 
(1  tin) 

1 

• ft 

Sausage  meat 

(27  tins) 

71* 

» j 

» » 

Pilchards 

(.9  tins) 

9 

* » 

Prem 

(2  tins) 

4 

f ♦ 

> » 

Mor  

(1  tin) 

3 

» ♦ 

Tomatoes 

(6  tins) 

12 

y y 

y y 

Pineapples  ... 

(54  tins) 

54 

> * 

y y 

Tinned  milk 

(57  tins) 

57 

y » 

yy 

Beans 

(19  tins) 

9* 

* » 

y y 

Jam  

...  (13  jars) 

26 

» i 

yy 

Mincemeat  ... 

(1  jar) 

2 

>» 

yy 

Pears 

(1  tin) 

2 

» i 

y y 

Peas  

(8  tins) 

8 

> y 

y y 

Fruit  Cake  ... 

56 

* * 

Mouldy 

Bacon 

... 

3* 

y » 

Unsound 

Stewed  Steak 

(1  tin) 

1 

» » 

y y 

Plums 

(7  tins) 

14 

» » 

y y 

Sago  

167 

) • 

» y 

Dates 

H 

* » 

y y 

Meat  Roll  ... 

(5  tins) 

4 

» > 

y » 

Vegetables  ... 

(42  tins) 

78 

t » 

» j 

Prawns 

... 

28 

♦ y 

> f 

Frozen  Livers 

y y 

yy 

Fruit 

(11  tins) 

20 

> i 

y y 

Fish  

(12  tins) 

12 

» i 

y y 

Herrings 

77 

» > 

yy 

Kippers 

.. 

77 

» » 

yy 

Coffee 

(44  tins) 

11 

y y 

Tainted 

Com  Flakes 

(2  packets) 

1 

2 

y y 

Mouldy 

Soup  

(3  tins) 

3 

y y 

y y 

267  Eggs 

482  (14ioz.)  tins  evaporated 
milk  

5043 

y y 

Unsound 

Cheese 

... 

5 

y y 

yy 

170  tins  assorted  food 

3 sacks  of  cabbage  

83 

y t 

yy 

yy 

Meat  roll 

5 

y » 

Luncheon  Sausage  

5| 

yy 

yy 

Beef  sausage 

... 

12 

y y 

>» 

Rissoles 



11 

yy 

yy 

18  cwt.  1 qr.  20J  lbs. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs. — The  sampling  of  food 
and  drugs  throughout  the  district  for  submission  to  the 
Council’s  Public  Analyst,  Mr.  Ed.  Hinks,  F.I.C.,  has  been 
well  maintained  as  is  shown  by  the  following  details  — 

A total  of  145  samples  was  obtained  and  with  the 
Registrar  General’s  population  figure  of  45,540  for  mid- 
June  gives  an  average  of  3.14  samples  per  1,000  as  against 
3.5  in  1941. 

The  following  table  gives  the  details  of  the  food  and 
drugs  samples  obtained  \±~ 

Formal  Informal 

Ammoniated  Quinine  and  Liquorice  ...  — 1 

Anti-Gas  ointment  No.  2 ...  ...  — 3 

Aspirin  tablets  ...  ...  — 1 

Baking  powder  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Beer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 3 

Bread  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Chocolate  (drinking)  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Cocoa  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Coffee — 2 

Cordial  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Dried  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Egg  substitute  ...  ...  ...  ...  i — 1 

Extract  of  malt 

Froment  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Gin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Gravy  powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Herbs  (mixed)  ...  ...  ...  •••  — 1 

Jam  ...  ...  ...  •••  — 4 

Lemon  flavoui’ing 

Liquorice  powder  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Meat  paste  ...  ...  ...  •••  — 2 

Milk  60  23 

Pastry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 3 

Saccharin  ...  ...  ...  •••  — 2 

Sausage  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 

Semolina  ...  ...  •••  — 2 

Shortbread 

Spice  (pickling)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Stuffing  ...  ...  •••  — 

Sulphur  ointment  ...  ...  — 

Sweets  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  — 4 

Tea  — 1 

74  71 


A total  of  145  Genuine  139.  Not  genuine  6. 
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The  following  statement  gives  details  of  those  samples 
adversely  reported  upon  by  the  Public  Analyst  and  the 
action  taken  thereon. 


Sample  No. 
Article 
(F — formal). 
(I— informal) 

26  Milk  (F) 


69  Milk  (F) 


77  Milk  (F) 


97  Milk  (I) 


108  Milk  (I) 


126  Milk  (I) 


Details  of  irregularity.  Action  Taken. 


4%  deficient  in  milk 
solids  other  than  milk 
fat.  No  indication  of 
added  water. 

4%  added  water,  also 
18%  deficient  in  milk 
fat  after  allowing  for 
the  added  water. 


4%  deficient  in  milk 
solids  other  than  milk 
fat.  No  indication  of 
added  water. 

8%  deficient  in  milk 
fat. 


1%  deficient  in  milk 
solids  other  than  milk 
fat.  No  indication  of 
added  water. 

2%  deficient  in  milk 
solids  other  than  milk 
fat.  No  indication  of 
added  water. 


Letter  sent  to  vendor. 


Legal  proceedings 
brought.  Vendor  fined 
£15  and  £5  8s.  costs.  His 
name  ordered  to  be 
removed  from  register 
of  Retail  Purveyors. 
Same  vendor  as  Nos. 
26  and  69. 


Vendor /Producer  inter- 
viewed resulting  in  pur- 
chase and  use  of  a milk 
plunger. 

Vendor/Producer  inter- 
viewed. 


Vendor/Producer  inter- 
viewed. Milk  had  not 
been  bulked  before 
sampling. 


FACTORIES. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  under  the  Factories  Act. 
1937,  was  92. 

54  to  Bakehouses. 

33  to  Factories  with  mechanical  power. 

5 to  Factories  without  mechanical  power. 

There  are  128  premises  on  the  register  with  mechanical 
power  and  142  premises  on  the  register  without  mechan- 
ical power.  Nineteen  Bakehouses  have  mechanical  power 
and  11  are  without  mechanical  power. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1912—1935. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  under  the  above  Act  was  64. 
No  complaints  were  received  as  to  contravention  of  the 
Acts. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  fifty-two  persons  on 
the  Register  as  follows  : — 

Retail  Purveyors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Retail  Purveyors  and  Producers  of  Milk  ...  ...  10 

Wholesale  Producers  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Milkshops  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Purveyors  retailing  milk  from  outside  the  district  9 

52 


During  the  year  one  Retail  Purveyor-Producer  was 
removed  from  the  register  of  Retail  Purveyors  by  order 
of  the  Court  on  conviction  for  contravention  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act. 

There  were  22  Cowkeepers  in  the  district  and  the  total 
number  of  milch  cows  kept  by  them  is  636. 

The  25  dairy  farms  are  situate  in  the  following 
Wards : — 


Claygate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cobham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Esher  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stoke  d’Abernon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Thames  Ditton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  thirteen  farms  which 
were  producing  “Accredited”  Milk,  the  cowkeepers  of 
which  had  been  placed  on  the  Roll  of  Accredited 
Producers,  and  one  producing  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  have  been  peri- 
odically inspected  and  the  half-yearly  limewashing  of  the 
cowsheds  has  been  carried  out. 

Licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order, 
1936  and  1938,  have  been  issued  as  follows : — 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  ...  6 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  “Pasteurised”  Milk  ...  11 

Licences  to  “Pasteurise”  Milk  ...  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested” 

Milk  4 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Pasteurised”  Milk  5 
Dealers’  Licence  to  bottle  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  1 


27 


DISINFECTION. 

During  the  year  disinfection  has  been  carried  out  at 
various  premises  after  the  following  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  114 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tuberculosis  ...  34 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  6 

Para-typhoid  B.  ...  ...  3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  9 
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Bedding  and  articles  of  clothing  have  been  taken  from 
14  houses  and  5 Institutions  in  the  district  to  the  Tolworth 
Isolation  Hospital  for  steam  disinfection  at  the  request  of 
the  occupier,  and  from  6 houses  infectious  bedding  was 
removed  and  destroyed  upon  request  from  the  occupier. 

In  addition  bedding  and  clothing  was  taken  for  steam 
disinfection  from  the  following  : — 

Home  Guard  Headquarters  1 

Hurst  Park  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fairmile  Establishment  ...  1 

SPRAYING  PONDS  AND  DITCHES. 

The  systematic  Spraying  of  ponds,  ditches,  water- 
courses and  water  holes  in  the  district  with  Mosquito  Oil 
has  been  carried  out  as  in  previous  years. 


The  foregoing  indicates  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  as  such  but  does  not  by  any  means 
represent  all  of  their  work  for  the  year. 

Civil  Defence  has  claimed  a considerable  part  of  their 
time,  both  during  and  outside  “office  hours”  and  they 
are  engaged  in  that  part  of  this  important  service  as  is 
appropriate  to  their  experience  and  training. 

The  essential  Public  Health  Services  which  they  are 
primarily  called  upon  to  perform  have  however  not  been 
neglected  or  allowed  to  suffer,  except  perhaps  in  one 
respect,  viz  : — the  routine  work  of  house  to  house  inspec- 
tion, which  has  been  curtailed  owing  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  war. 
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Complaints  of  insanitary  conditions  have  always 
received  prompt  attention  and  the  opportunity  has  been 
taken  to  get  repairs  carried  out  in  this  manner,  hut 
scarcity  of  labour  and  materials  which  are  being  used  for 
the  national  effort  has  limited  even  this  activity. 

I desire  to  place  on  record  the  loyal  support  given  by  all 
in  the  Department  and  to  thank  the  officers  and  staffs  in 
the  other  Departments  of  the  Council  for  their  ready  co- 
operation and  helpfulness. 

I am,  • 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

REGINALD  F.  WHEELER. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


